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Need
To teach the Jefferson County Schools History Standards and the Jefferson County Schools Technology Standards for the 4th grade. Materials used for Colorado History in the 4th grade are currently under revision, so Standards-based objectives are currently being addressed using a variety of old and some new classroom materials. New materials are sometimes suggested, but materials such as textbooks are not provided and are not funded. This leaves individual schools and classrooms attempt to purchase these only if they can find funding within their building. The “Keeping History, Doing the Past” software and website are currently available using existing school equipment for no added costs. Accessing the material and using PowerPoint software to present it to others will also address the Technology Standards for accessing and presenting materials using technology.
History Objectives
Students will be able to analyze primary source photographs and/or drawings and testimonials, read to answer questions, create an outline of Colorado History facts included in the questions and answers, and create a PowerPoint presentation for other fourth graders and complete an assessment.

Technology Objectives
Students will be able to access material from a file on the computer or on a website to answer questions and learn about various groups in Colorado History. They will be able to use a tutorial and Microsoft PowerPoint to capture and preserve photographs and take notes on factual information and then organize and present the photos and information to the class.

Selected Jefferson County Schools History Standards and the Grades K-4 Benchmarks
Standard 1: Students know and understand the chronological organization of history and are able to group 

people and events into major eras to identify and explain historical relationships.

1.1 Students know the general chronological order of people and events in history.
 In grades K-4, students will:
A. chronologically organize significant people, groups, and events in history.
Standard 2: Students know how to use various processes and resources of historical inquiry.

2.2 Students will know how to obtain and analyze historical data to answer questions and evaluate hypotheses.

In grades K-4, students will:
A. gather historical data from multiple sources including technology such as oral histories, interviews, diaries, letters, newspapers, speeches, texts, maps, photographs, art works; and

B. use available technology to obtain historical information.

C. use historical information properly and ethically as described in the Colorado Information Literacy Guideline 
2.3 Students will know how to interpret and evaluate primary and secondary sources of historical evidence.

In grades K-4, students will

A. examine various types of historical evidence including text, visuals, and artifacts;

B. identify the big ideas in historical evidence; and

C. identify the data in historical evidence.
Standard 3: Students understand the nature of societies, that societies are diverse, and have changed over time.
3.1 Students understand the development of social organization in various societies.

 

In grades K-4, students will

A. identify reasons for living in social groups; and

B. recognize that there are families in the United States and around the world, each with its own unique heritage.

3.2 Students understand how physical and cultural environments have influenced societies.
In grades K-4, students will

A. describe ways the physical environment influences how people live; and

B. give examples of the diversity of the cultural heritage of the United States.
3.3 Students will know how various societies were affected by contacts and

exchanges among diverse peoples.

 

In grades K-4, students will

A. recognize the presence, interactions, and contributions of various groups in the school, neighborhood, community, and beyond; and history.
B. describe the history, interactions, and contributions of the various groups that have lived in or migrated to the area that is now Colorado.

Standard 4: Students understand how science, technology, and economic

activity have developed, changed, and affected societies throughout history.
4.1 Students understand the impact of scientific and technological

developments on individuals and societies. 
In grades K-4, students will

A. explain the impact of various technological developments such as irrigation, transportation, and communication; and

B. describe and explain the significance of achievements of scientists and inventors.
4.3 Students will know the characteristics of various economies and understand their historical development.

In grades K-4, students will

A. give examples of different ways that resources can be allocated such as by sharing, authority, luck of the draw, first-come first-served; and

B. describe the general characteristics of economies such as scarcity, growth, distribution of goods and services, producers, and consumers.

Standard 5: Students understand political institutions and theories that have developed and changed over time.

5.3 Students will know how political power has been acquired, maintained, lost, and/or used throughout history.

In grades K-4, students will

A. give examples of how various groups have gained, lost, or maintained power within their community.

5.4 Students will know the history of relationships among different political powers and the development of international relations.

In grades K-4, students will

A. recognize the balance between individual rights and group responsibilities;

Standard 6: Students know that religious and philosophical ideas have been powerful forces throughout history.

6.3 Students will know how various forms of cultural expression reflect a society's history and beliefs. 
In grades K-4, students will

A. identify ways in which express the history, daily life, and beliefs of various cultures; are expressed.
Jefferson County Schools Technology Standards:
Jefferson County Student Technology Standard 2. Information Literacy

5.2.4 Organize and present information from technology resources using technology tools
Learners
4th grade students at Shelton Elementary have good technology skills, and learn and practice keyboarding in the first two weeks of the school year. Most of them have internet access at home and have used Shelton Elementary's computer lab since kindergarten, but usually haven't done any online research. Shelton has a lab equipped with 30 PCs and a T1 line to the district internet provider. It is capable of downloading at acceptable speeds for a class of 30, unless there is too much video or sound. The broader audience is any 4th grade class in Jefferson County or any student interested in Colorado History.
Materials: Computers with internet access or order a CD-ROM disk from the Hewit Institute at University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado for $10. A copy of the program may be used with a single computer or added to a Local Area Network file server from the CD-ROM or from the internet site. If you have internet access, go to Colorado http://www.colorado.gov/ website and click on “Kids and Students” link. This will open the “Information for Kids and Students” page. Click on the link: “take a journey into Colorado’s history: meet miners and farmers, historical Indians, city dwellers, children, families, and many more.” You could also access the site by going to http://hewit.unco.edu/dohist/. On the “Welcome to Doing History Keeping the Past” page click on “Doing History Site Map” to access “Teacher Resources” then “Lesson Plans – Activity Ideas” to access “Student Investigations” for useful questions relating to the material in the site. The program and any of the materials may be copied to a file server or individual computer and may be printed in pdf or Word form.
Activity
Time: 4 50-minute sessions in the computer lab to research the materials and create the PowerPoint presentations and 2 50-minute sessions for students to present their PowerPoints to the class. 

Activities: Three 4th grade classes will each be assigned one of 3 broad areas of Colorado History. Each class will be divided into smaller groups of 3-4 students and will be responsible for learning their material and then teaching all the other students the content material assigned to their group. The topics for each class are Native Americans, Miners, Farmers, Cities, or 20th Century People. Two subtopics Trappers and Traders will also be presented. (Student may be individual or may be in groups of 3 to 4 and topics may be divided as desired.)
Evaluation of student learning will be done by observing each individual student’s participation, the content included in the presentation, and the individual test scores before and after viewing the presentations of the other students.
Evaluation of Technology Integration will be done by observing material included in the notes and PowerPoint.
Considerations: Students will learn the specific content assigned to them more thoroughly than the material presented to them by the other students, but should learn from the overview of Colorado History content covered during the complete activity. The “Doing History, Keeping the Past” information for all areas could be accessed by students at school or could be done at home, the public library, or any place where available online.
Extensions
Students could bring artifacts, food, or teach a game.

Students could be placed in groups with one student from each PowerPoint group into these new groups. There will be one student “expert” from each of the groups studied. In other words a group could be composed of one student from the Indians presentation group, one from the Miners, and one from the Farmers. 
Assignments for the groups:

Your group is going to travel back in time to spend the afternoon with a family in one of the groups we’ve studied. You will be spending the day with them and doing the activities that they usually do in a normal day. You will be eating the food that they eat. Your group must tell which group you would like to spend the day with. You must tell everyone 5 or more reasons why you chose that group and 3 or more good reasons why you chose not to visit the other groups. (Start by having a discussion and taking notes of what you would be doing if you visited each group. Then choose the group you’d like to visit and tell why. Then tell why you decided not to visit each of the other groups.)

Your family is traveling back in time to visit a family in one of the groups we have studied. Have a discussion within your group about what your family would be doing if they visited each of the groups. After discussing each group help eachother choose one group for your own family to visit. Each of you must write about why you chose that group and why you chose not to visit the other groups.

Debate topics: Who contributed more to society, Miners or Trappers? Which is a better way of life, the Native Americans or the Farmers? Who was smarter? Which group of children had more fun? Which group of children worked harder?

Procedure: Using the “Doing History, Keeping the Past” website or CD-ROM each group of 3 students will be assigned one category of investigation such as: Indians/food, clothing, shelter; Indians/families, children, schools; Indians/work, tools; Miners/food, clothing, shelter; Miners/families, children; etc. Each group will go to their assigned section and read the material and take notes for their presentation. The following activity is optional, but recommended. Students may investigate and answer questions before making the PowerPoint by completing the questions on the “Investigation sheet.” Print these sheets by going to the Doing History Site Map < Teacher Resources < Lesson Plans – Activity Ideas < Student Investigations. (See Appendix A for an example) Each group will need a 40-minute session to complete the questions after being shown how to navigate the site or program. If students know how to use PowerPoint, they may begin to create their presentations at the next session. If they do not, they will need to be shown how to use PowerPoint, especially how to insert a picture from the website. Each group of students will need to consider which photographs they will use and choose 5 to 7 photographs. The program could be loaded onto each computer, CD ROMs could be made, or the website could be used for students to find their picture to copy and paste onto the PowerPoint presentation. They’ll need time to pick photos and take notes on what to say while showing each photo on their presentation. They may take the notes on the PowerPoint program or write them on paper or notecards. Each group should be allowed to present to the class and/or to other classes.
Job Aid
The following link will access a video that will instruct students how to create the PowerPoint presentation after they have explored the “Doing History, Keeping the Past” website and answered the questions on the “Investigation Sheet” for their area of study. The video is designed for the Shelton computer lab and I provided the video on a flash drive and students could use the controls provided on the video to view it one section at a time and pause while creating the PowerPoint on a second computer in the lab. The video does contain sound to accommodate some fourth graders who may find reading difficult and could be used however a teacher decides.
http://ouray.cudenver.edu/~sssamesh/shelton_aids/html_files/index.html 
Formative evaluation

I did not conduct a formative evaluation using students during the development, but did edit the Captivate video job aid as it was produced in stages. For example I began one version then decided to go to the computer lab and install a 30-day trial version of the software on a computer so that the desktop background would be similar to the desktops that the students would be using. The success or failure of the activity will provide a formative assessment of the activity if it is to be used the next year. One change I will try is to make the groups all-girl and all-boy instead of mixed gender.
Summative evaluation

The “Investigation sheets” filled out by the groups will provide a formative assessment before the final presentation is made, and the photos and facts presented on the presentation can be graded, but a major thrust of the project is the public speaking presentation. The photos and facts are important, but are secondary to the classroom learning which is more comprehensive. The presentations focus on one small area of Colorado History and although students will be an audience to all of the presentations, they will only be directly involved in producing their own presentation, which will be limited in scope. The presentation may be evaluated using the evaluation sheet below. It was produced using the standards for public speaking for Jefferson County. (see Appendix B)

Reflection
The activity was successful in exposing students to the use of the primary sources, the photographs and text. They learned how to focus on one aspect of history and got to see how that aspect fit in with the rest of history as presented by the other groups. Just as important was their experience of presenting to such a large audience of students and parents. It was my impression that the use of the PowerPoint software increased the success of the students in being able to present their information to the audience. It was a useful project for collaboration between the three classrooms and all are ready to repeat something similar in the future. I thought the job aid was much too long and slow, but by using viewing the job aid on one computer and creating the presentation on a second computer students were able to work independently and gain exposure to learning from a computer tutorial at their own group’s pace. Cooperation was required to accomplish this task. I can’t think of any way to improve the activity for now.
Appendix A
FOOD, CLOTHING, AND SHELTER

INVESTIGATION SHEET


The task of your group is to find out all you can about the kind of FOOD the Colorado Indians ate, the CLOTHES they wore, and what kinds of SHELTER they lived in. Use the Doing History/Keeping the Past CD-ROM disk or Internet site and as many other sources as you can find.


The questions below will help you get started. Add to this list any other questions that you can think of.

1. What kind of food did Colorado Indians eat? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What kind of clothes did Colorado Indian women and girls wear? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What kind of clothes did Colorado Indian men and boys wear? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What kind of shelters did Colorado Indians use? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Who set up tepees and how did they do it? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write on the back of this sheet if you need more space.

Appendix B
Teacher/Evaluator: ____________________________________________

Type of presentation:  __ PowerPoint
__ Diorama
__ Other: _____________

Type of presentation:  __Individual

__ Group

Number in Group: ______

Student Name: ___________________
Student Name: ______________________

___
Spoke audibly and clearly

___
Spoke audibly and clearly

___
Exhibited increasing confidence
___
Exhibited increasing confidence 

for the situation




for the situation

___
Was organized



___
Was organized

___
Was prepared



___
Was prepared

___
Completed the assigned task
___
Completed the assigned task

___
Used appropriate vocabulary

___
Used appropriate vocabulary

___
Message appropriate length

___
Message appropriate length

___
Worked collaboratively to

___
Worked collaboratively to

prepare and present



prepare and present

___
Was enthusiastic



___
Was enthusiastic


(not a standard)




(not a standard)
